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June 29, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Community: 
 
     On June 26, 2020 the Department of Education released extensive guidelines on the reopening of 
schools in September.  The document details the many steps, procedures, and considerations districts 
must consider when developing plans to open schools in September.  You can find the entire document 
at this address:  https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf. 
 
     In order to open schools safely and responsibility in September it is necessary for us to review all of 
these guidelines at this time in order to prepare Wallington’s plan for reopening.  The reopening of our 
school buildings will look very different from previous years, and we will need to include specific 
limitations to protect the safety and health of our students and our staff - including the potential 
incorporation of a blended model of learning that utilizes both in-person and virtual instruction throughout 
the year.  To this end we will be establishing school-based Restart Committees in the next week to 
review the specific guidelines and to make recommendations to incorporate them into an overall plan that 
best meets the guidelines and our district’s needs and capabilities as well.  Our committees will be made 
up of school administrators, school board members, local education association representatives, 
educators, parents, and students.  The work of these committees will help to inform me and the 
Wallington Board of Education as to what the “New Normal” in our schools will be, and how we can best 
ensure safety for our students and our staff.  
 
     I’m sure you can imagine the importance of these tasks, and it is my expectation that this work will 
take us through the duration of our summer months as we work to prepare plans that are responsible, 
actionable, and meet our needs and the specific guidelines from the State of New Jersey.  As our plans 
develop, I will keep our community of stakeholders informed through our website and through 
communications such as this one. 
 
I wish you all an enjoyable, safe, and healthy Summer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. James J. Albro 
Superintendent of Schools 




